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PROPERTY

PROCEDURE – School Swimming Pool
The Ministry expects all school students to be given opportunities to learn fundamental aquatic skills by the end of Year 6. This is a requirement of the Health and Physical Education Curriculum.
When Boards use a pool on the school grounds, there are requirements in the Ministry's Health and Safety Code of Practice (the Code) to ensure the health and safety of everyone using the pool. The Code requirements include:

· the Board's general responsibility to pool users 

· fencing of swimming pools 

· the need to have a swimming pool policy 

· management of water quality 

· the safe storage and handling of pool chemicals 

· the provision of changing rooms and other facilities.
Operating expenses
The Board is responsible for paying for the running costs of the pool out of its operational funding. Operating expenses include:

· pool chemicals 

· water charges 

· salary of the person responsible for maintaining pool hygiene and maintenance (for example, the caretaker).

Sharing the pool with the community
Where a pool is shared with the community, Boards must have a formal written agreement defining the rights and responsibilities of those using the pool. This is essential for insurance purposes and is a requirement of the Ministry's Third Party Occupancy Policy - see 7.18.
The agreement should include how much the community users will pay towards maintenance and operating expenses of the pool, and whether the community users will contribute towards major improvements. 
The Code requires Boards to ensure the health and safety of students, staff and others using the school swimming pool during school hours. The Board is not responsible for any harm to pool users outside of school hours except where the pool and surroundings are made available to the public. 

The Code also requires the Board to provide adequate warnings to authorised pool users of any out of the ordinary, work related hazards that are known to the Board, such as construction work within the pool site.

Fencing of swimming pools
The Code requires all school pools to be fenced in accordance with the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987, NZS 4441:1985 Swimming pool code of practice (or any update of that Standard) and the Building Code, including a gate with a self-closing mechanism'.

Swimming pool policy 

The Code requires Boards to have a pool policy detailing the use of the swimming pool which must be made available to all pool users, including the public, who use the pool with the permission of the Board, and displayed beside the gate. (Please see Swimming Pool Policy below.)
Dear Key Holder,

Supervision and control of the Tikokino School Swimming Pool outside of school hours is not the responsibility of the Board of Trustees.  Individuals use the pool at their own risk, with the understanding that all practicable steps have been taken to maintain a safe environment within the swimming pool enclosure.

POOL RULES:

The school pool may be used at the following times:

All key holders are eligible to use the pool.

· No running or jumping in the vicinity of the pool area 

· Users are fully responsible for the care of the pool complex.

· Users are to leave the pool complex litter free and in a tidy          condition.

· Users are to ensure the gate is locked at the conclusion of their swim.

· No dogs are allowed in the pool area

· Swimming togs are to be worn by all users (i.e. No jeans etc)

· Users must accept full responsibility for the safety of their family members and property while using the pool.

· Key holders are responsible for the safety of all members that enter the pool complex using their key.

· All primary school aged children must be supervised by a person over the age of 18 years.

· If any user has a health concern, e.g. diarrhoea, skin condition, dressed wounds, please  refrain from using the pool.

· Toilets are not available.

· Breaches of these rules, hours of operation or inconsiderate and       improper use of the pool facility may result in the demand for the  return of the key with no right of refund.

· As with the school grounds, this is a smoke free area.

· No alcohol or glass in the pool complex 

Management of pool chemicals - these should be locked away from the swimming pool and changing rooms and stored and disposed of in accordance with manufacturer's instructions. 
Pool equipment - this should be stored in a secure but easily accessible place as they can be a potential hazard if left lying around the pool.
Pool caretaker – see the Job Description for the Pool Caretaker.

The School pool is to remain full throughout the year for fire-fighting purposes. 

Job Description for Pool Caretaker
Responsibilities: To keep the school pool in such a condition that swimming can occur during the season.

Key Tasks:

1) 
Liaise with the principal regarding the opening and closure of the swimming season.

2) 
Maintain the water level 2 to 3 cm above the bottom of the grills on the intake screens

3) 
Undertake the operation, chlorination and maintain filtration of the pool.

4)      Test the pool water on a daily basis and complete the template provided to record such things as


- Chlorine level



- PH level



- Temperature



- Alkalinity



- Amount of chlorine added to pool


- Water clarity



- Number of bathers



- Maintenance work done – filter back washed




- strainers cleaned




- suction cleaned



- Corrective action taken


5) 
Vacuum and skim the pool  and backwash the filters on a regular basis to ensure 
water is free of leaves, dirt, etc. 

6)      Clean changing sheds as required

7)       Requests for equipment or chemicals should be made through the Principal.       Advise Principal of chemical requirements at the end of each season for following season.

8) 
Maintain the pool over the summer holiday period to allow use by community 
members who purchase keys from the school

9)
Ensure pool gate, changing rooms and chemical shed are secure when leaving pool enclosure.

10)
Handle all pool chemicals based on Appendix A “Handling of Swimming Pool 
Chemicals”


Signed_______________________________ (Employee)


Date ____________________________


Signed _______________________________ (Principal)

Date ____________________________

Summary of funding policies for Pool
	
	
	

	Type of work
	Funding source

	New/replacement pools (including ancillary buildings and facilities, fences, and filtration plant)
	Board/community funding

	Capital upgrades of existing pools
	-standard size
	Ministry - 5YA

	
	-over entitlement portion
	Board/community funding

	Maintenance
	-standard size
	Maintenance funding (operational funding)

	
	-over entitlement portion
	Board/community funding

	Operating Expenses
	Operational funding

	Use of pools off-site
	Operational funding

	Insurance
	-standard size
	Ministry

	
	-over entitlement portion
	Board/community funding


Tikokino School Pool Details

Pool Details


Length:
18 metres


Width:

4 metres


Capacity:
70,000 litres approximately (MOE state this)

New Swimming Pool pump purchased 29.08.2012 from Taylors Pool Service Ltd $1068.70






