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TIKOKINO SCHOOL

CURRICULUM

PROCEDURE  - SPECIAL NEEDS

RATIONALE:


At Tikokino School we recognise that students learn at different rates.  Some students require extra assistance in some areas of the curriculum and by identifying these children we can provide the support necessary to improve their learning.
PURPOSES:
1) To ensure that students with special needs have the same rights to a high quality education as people of the same age who do not have special needs.

2) To ensure that the primary focus of special education is to meet the individual learning and developmental needs of the student.

3) To establish effective management systems to support the continuity of these programmes throughout the school.

4) To ensure the earliest possible identification of and support for students with special education needs.

DEFINITION:

At Tikokino School students with special education needs are those who have a disability, learning difficulty, or behaviour difficulty and may need extra assistance, adapted programmes or learning environments and/or specialised equipment or materials to support them in special or regular education settings.
A disability is defined as the effect of a particular impairment (known or unknown) as in a “student with an intellectual disability.” This is consistent with the World Health Organization distinctions between ‘impairment’, ‘disability’ and ‘handicap.’

GUIDELINES:
1) The role of the SENCO (Special Needs co-ordinator) within the school is to co-ordinate the Special Needs programme and maintain the Special Needs register. This includes filing of all planning and assessment material relating to individual children. The SENCO is to ensure that all children have up to date assessments prior to entering a programme. These will be used as a basis for goal setting.

2) Referrals for RTLB’s (Resource Teacher of Learning and Behaviour) or SLS (Supplementary Learning Support) need to be discussed and signed by SENCO.

3) Identification procedures will be flexible, ongoing, and inclusive of all groups, drawing from a wide range of sources to ensure that all relevant information is considered (see Identification Procedures in Special Needs Implementation Plan)

4) Identificaton of Special Needs students will be ongoing throughout the year. 

5) Parents/caregivers of special needs students will be fully informed and consulted with regarding their child’s progress and achievement prior to placement in special programmes.
6) Individual Education Plans (IEP), should form the basis of programmes for students with high special education needs.

7) Teachers will adapt programmes withdrawn their classroom so that students with special education needs are included in the everyday classroom programme. Both withdrawal and in-class programmes can also be used to develop those student’s potential and self motivation using available staff strengths and those from the wider community.  Families/whanau and students with special needs will have made available to them specialist support and advisory services.

8) Staff professional development needs, purchase for resources, and additional support to meet the needs of gifted and talented students will be considered as part of each years budget under Special Education. 
9) Programmes will be regularly monitored and reviewed to prioritise needs. 

10) Teachers will use a range of strategies to differentiate the regular classroom programme to cater for students with special needs: e.g. learning contracts, independent/small group study and research, teacher aide support etc….

11)  Teacher Aides will be available for timetabled sessions in classrooms if needed and may withdraw students who have been identified with special needs.

12)  All teachers who have Teacher Aide assistance are required to have a programme of work that shows how the Teacher Aide is being used within their classroom. 

